
Traffic Safety Improvements
Intersection of Banks Avenue, Torres Avenue 

and Tasman Avenue, Flinders Park
Safety Concerns

Community concerns have been raised about traffic safety at the 
intersection of Banks Avenue, Torres Avenue and Tasman Avenue 
with the following comments received:

“… there have been a few near collisions on the corner of Banks Ave, 
Torres Ave and Tasman Ave… vehicles travel down Banks Ave into 
Torres Ave, around to the right of Torres or even to Tasman Ave.

Our fear/concern is that someone is going to get hurt or killed, we 
would appreciate prompt action on either Stop signs or Give Way 
signs along with road markings to prevent an accident occurring.”

“… residents turning from Banks Ave right onto Tasman Ave may 
continue on directly without giving way as there is no clear intersection 
(potentially colliding with drivers coming along Torres Ave).”

The conflicting vehicle movements described 
above are shown in red and green.

Peculiarities of existing intersection

Existing Traffic Conditions

The intersection of Banks Avenue, Torres Avenue and Tasman 
Avenue is an unusual one, with Tasman Avenue intersecting 
with Torres Avenue at an acute angle and the ‘Give Way’ sign in 
Tasman Avenue 40 metres south of the centre of this four-way 
intersection.

The large open area at the centre of the intersection has no 
lane markings and this creates confusion about who has traffic 
priority and whether drivers are crossing opposing lanes of 
traffic as they move through the intersection. 

Four-way intersections normally meet at right angles and have 
‘Give Way’ or ‘Stop’ signs at opposing legs. The intersection of 
Banks Avenue, Torres Avenue and Tasman Avenue does not fit 
this mould.



Advantages Disadvantages

• Drivers entering Torres Avenue from Tasman Avenue 
will be able to make a typical left or right turn, 
reducing entry speeds and improving visibility.

• Drivers entering Tasman Avenue from Banks Avenue
will be able to make a typical left turn into Tasman
Avenue, which reduces entry speeds and improves
intersection safety.

• The proposed changes will result in retaining on-
street parking (away from travel lanes) outside 5, 7
and 7A Tasman Avenue (usually, on-street parking
within 10 metres of an intersection is not permitted).

• The residents of 5, 7 and 7A Tasman Avenue will be 
required to enter their driveways from Torres Avenue.

• Raised pavement bars will be installed close to
kerbside parking spaces outside 5, 7 and 7A Tasman
Avenue.

• Drivers will be required to make ‘tighter’ turns at
the intersection to negotiate it safely, which may be
regarded as a disadvantage (these turn angles are
typical of most intersections throughout our local
road network).
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The angle at which Tasman Avenue meets Torres 
Avenue should be realigned to improve visibility for 
drivers coming out of Tasman Avenue. 

Realigning Tasman Avenue and Torres Avenue will 
also result in separating this intersection from 
conflict at Banks Avenue and Torres Avenue.

To improve and reduce confusion and traffic conflict 
at this intersection the following is proposed: 

• Move give way sign in Tasman Avenue to closer
to Torres Avenue (in line with new intersection)

• Install broken dividing line at the intersection
closer to Torres Avenue (in line with new
intersection)

• Install chevron line markings and raised
pavement bars in Tasman Avenue

Safety changes required



The following alternative options were investigated, but considered inappropriate for the reasons listed below:

What other options were considered?

Alternative A
(Relocating Tasman Avenue leg to the north)

1. ‘No stopping’ restrictions would be introduced
outside 5, 7 and 7A Tasman Avenue where they
don’t currently exist (yellow line).

2. Fails to comply with Austroads Guidelines for
intersection angle (at Tasman Avenue).

3. Left turn (Tasman into Torres) encroaches over
Torres Avenue northbound travel lane.

Alternative B
(Relocating Tasman Avenue leg centrally):

1. ‘No stopping’ restrictions would be introduced
outside 7 and 7A Tasman Avenue where they
don’t currently exist.

2. Minimal physical deterrent for high-speed
movement between Banks Avenue and Tasman
Avenue in both directions.

3. Achieves only minimal separation between
Torres/Tasman and Banks/Torres intersections.

Alternative C
(Four way intersection – Torres Avenue terminates 
and Banks/Tasman has priority)

1. ‘No stopping’ restrictions would be introduced
outside 5 Tasman Avenue and 24 Torres Avenue
where they don’t currently exist.

2. Fails to comply with Austroads Guidelines for
intersection angles (angle is too acute).

3. Left turn (Tasman into Torres) encroaches over
northbound travel lane.

4. Restricted sight at holding line in Torres Avenue
south (cannot see traffic in Banks Avenue from
holding line)



yoursaycharlessturt.com.au

We welcome your feedback on the proposal
You can provide comment by completing an online survey at 
yoursaycharlessturt.com.au 

If you require a hard copy survey, please contact us to have one posted out to you.

Survey closes 5pm, Monday 1 April 2020

For any enquiries please contact:

Kath Mardon
Community Engagement Officer 
Phone 8408 1270 or email kmardon@charlessturt.sa.gov.au 




